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np  HE  following  'Treat! fe  on  Shooting 

(In  which  I  have  been  as  conclfe  under 

the  different  heads   as  the  nature  of  the 

fubjedi  would  admit  of)  mifl  at  leafi   he 

found  ufeful  to  the  Toung  Sportfman.     A 

complete   work  of  this  klnd^  I  am  fenfble^ 

has  been  long  wanted -,    but  whether  the 

brief  contents  of  thefe  pages  have.   In  any 

degree  y  a  merit  to  fuch  a  title,  I  leave  to 

the  determination  of  my  brother  fportfmen 
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Englifh  Shooting. 


Of  the  Knowledge    of  a  good  Fozvhng- 
P'tece. 

sQg^  Tjj^  Englifh  Fowling-piece  has, 
%  O  $  of  late  years,  met  with  fo  much 
^'5^£^'^  improvement,  that  wc  may^ 
without  partiality,  elteem  it 
equal,  if  not  fupcrior,  to  any  other 
in  Europe.  Notwithftanding,  it  mufl 
be  confeiTed,  we  have  many  more  bad 
than  good  Pieces  among  us ;  wherefore 

it 
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it  will  be  very  necefLiry  to  lay  down 
a  few  hints  for  the  ufe  of  the  young 
fportfman  ;  that  he  may  not  ignorantly 
purchafe  a  Piece  worth  little  or  nothing, 
when  he  is  perhaps  defirous  of  having 
one  of  the   befh  fort. 

As  to  the  apparent  good  properties  of 
one  of  our  modern  Pieces,  they  may  be 
reckoned  thus :  the  barrel  of  a  tolerable 
jar'5-e  bore,  and  very  fmooth,  with  a  hand- 
fotne  outfide,  and  the  length  from  three 
foot  to  three  foot  fix  inches  •,  the 
lock  rather  fmall,  with  good  and  ftrong 
fprings ;  the  ftock  neat,  not  too  much 
bent  in  the  butt^  and,  on  the  whole, 
the  Piece  to  rife  light  and  handy  to 
the  fhoulder;  the  mounting  may  be 
according  to  fancy  ;  however,  the  brafs, 
as  being  lefs  liable  to  be  damaged  by 
v.-et,  and  no  trouble  to  keep  clean,  is 
certainly  preferable  to  the  Heel. 

The  internal  goodnefs  of  a  Piece  can 
only  be  known  by  trial,  without  which 
no  nev/  one  Ihould  be  purchased. 

For  the  purpofe  of  trying  a  gun,  the 

foUowin;^  hints  may  fuffice  :  tack  a  large 

""  Iheet 
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iheet  of  brown  paper,  with  a  card 
in  the  middle,  on  a  clean  barn-door, 
or  fome  fuch  place,  that  the  degree 
of  fcattering  may  be  the  better  ob- 
ferved ;  ftand  at  about  the  diftance  of 
feventy  yards,  and  try  at  firft  the 
common  charge  of  a  pipe  of  powder, 
and  a-  pipe  and  half  of  (hot-,  and,  to 
do  the  gun  juftice,  be  as  fleady  as 
poflible  in  your  aim :  if  you  find  you 
have  thrown  any  at  this  diilance  into 
the  card,  you  may  fafely  conclude  the 
Piece  is  a  good  one ;  or  if  you  have 
miffed  the  card,  perhaps  through  un- 
fteadinefs,  and  thrown  a  tolerable 
fprinkling  into  the  flieet,  you  may 
have  the  fame  good  opinion  of  the 
gun;  but  if  you  find  none  in  the  flieet, 
and  are  fenfible  of  having  (hot  fteady, 
try  then  an  equal  quantity  of  powder 
and  fliot  (which  fome  barrels  are  found 
to  carry  belt)  at  the  fame  diflance; 
and  if  you  then  mifs  giving  the  fheet 
a  tolerable  fprinkling,  refufe  the  Piece, 
as  being  but  an  indifferent  one,  if  you 
are  determined  to  have  one  of  the  bcft 
fort,  which  certainly  is  mofl:  advifeable  : 
and  this  trial  may  be  reckoned  alto- 
gether 
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gether  fufficient  for  a  gun  that  h 
recommended  by  any  gunfmith  as  a 
firft-rate  one. 

For  the  fecond,  or  more  indifferent 
fort,  let  fifty-five  or  fixty  yards  be  the 
diftance  of  trial,  and  a  judgment  formed 
according  to  the  above  rule  :  but  it  muft 
be  obfervcd,  that  as  fome  Pieces  carry 
a  larger  quantity  of  powder  and  (hot  than 
others,  fo  it  will  be  advifeable  to  try 
three  or  four  different  quantities  •,  but 
never  to  exceed  a  pipe  and  a  half  of 
powder,  and  the  proportionable  quantity 
of  fliot,  as  abovementioned. 


•m 
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The  ordering  and  managing  a  Gun 

'XTT'H  EN  a  perfon  is  mafler  of  a 
'  ^  good  Piece,  the  keeping  it  in 
proper  order  is  a  main  article  to  the 
doing  execution  with  it:  it  is  neceffary 
the  infide  of  the  barrel,  the  touch-hole, 
and  the  lock  be  kept  clean  ;  and  the 
fprings  and  moving  parts  of  the  lock 
properly  oiled. 

The  barrel  iliould  be  waflied  at  leall: 
after  every  eighteen  or  twenty  fires, 
where  the  beft  fort  of  powder  is  ufed  -, 
but  if  the  gunpowder  is  an  inferior 
fort,  then  the  barrel  will  require  the 
oftener  wafliing. 

The  beO:  method  of  vv^afliing  a  barrel 
is,  by  taking  out  the  britch-pin  ;  but 
as  this  can  feldom  be  conveniently  done, 
take  the  barrel  out  of  the  flock,  and  put 
the  britch-end  into  a  pail  of  warm  water, 
leaving  the  touch  hole  open;  then, 
with  an  iron  rod,  with  tow  or  a  bit 
of  linnen  rag  at  the  end,  draw  up  and 
down  in  the  fyringe  manner,  till  it  is 
B  quite 
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quite  clean  -,  changing  the  water,     and  i 

rinfing  the    infide,    as   the  foulnefs  re-  j 

quires  :    v/hen   the   barrel    is    perfedlly  | 

clean,  its  infide  miifl:  be  dried  by  tow,  ' 
or  linnen  rags  ;  and  when  this  is  done, 

it  will  be  proper  to  put  it  in  a  red-hot  ' 
iron,  of  fix   or  eight  inches  in  length, 
(which   any   blackfmith  will   furnilh,) 

and  move   it  up  and  down  to   dry  any  ' 

remaining  damp :     the    outlide   of  the  ' 

barrel  fhould  be  well  dried,   and  a  little  \ 
oil  rubbed  over  every  time  of  cleaning. 


The 
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The  appendages  of  the  GuHo 

TH  E  neceflary  appendages  in  the 
Fowling-piece  are,  an  iron  rod, 
with  a  fcrew  or  worm  at  one  end,  and 
a  fcrape  (to  clear  ruft  or  caked  powder) 
at  the  other,  which  rod  is  to  be  ufed  for 
the  wafliing  and  dry-cleaning  the  infide 
of  the  barrel,  and  a  turn-fcrew  fhould 
be  kept  for  the  ufe  of  the  lock. 

A  flafk,  or  horn,  for  the  carriage  of 
the  powder,  the  fize  and  fhape  of  which 
may  be  according  to  fancy  -,  however, 
it  will  be  proper  to  have  the  meafure  of 
the  charge  to  hold  the  exact  quantity  the 
gun  is  found  to  carry. 

A  leather  pouch,  or  fmall  canvas  bag, 
to  carry  the  ihot  j  with  a  tin,  or  other 
meafure,  that  will  hold  the  exad  charge 
of  the  gun  :  this  article  of  the  exadt 
meafure  for  the  powder  and  ihot  fhould 
be  particularly  obferved  ;  as  it  not  only 
faves  trouble,  but  is  charging  with 
more  certainty  and  exadnefs. 
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The  Choice  of  Powder,  Shot,  and  Flints* 

npHE  beft  fort  of  Powder  is  fmall- 
-*•  grained,  hard  to  crumble  between 
the  finger  and  thumb,  and  of  a  bluifh 
cafl: ;  which  fliould  be  the  only  fort 
ufed,  by  rights,  for  the  Fowling-piece. 

The  fhot  fliould  be  round  and  folid  j 
and  the  more  it  has  thefe  properties  the 
better  it  is :  the  fize  muft  be  according 
to  the  fhooting  that  it  is  intended  for  j 
there  is  from  N°  i  to  6,  and  fmaller, 
which  is  called  muftard-feed,  or  duft- 
fhot ;  but  N°  5  is  fmall  enough  for  any 
fhooting  whatfoever^  the  N°  i,  may  be 
ufed  for  wild-geefe ;  the  N°  2,  for  ducks, 
widgeons,  and  other  water-fowl ;  the 
N*"  3,  for  phcafants,  (partridges  after 
the  hrft  month)  and  all  the  fen-fowl ; 
the  N^  4,  for  partridges,  woodcocks, 
&c.  and  the  N°  5,  for  fnipes,  and  all 
the  fmaller  birds. 

As  to  the  choice  of  flints,  the  clear 
ones  are  the  befl ;  but  whether  the 
dark  or   light   fort,   is  immaterial,    as 

there 
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there  are  good  of  both  kinds :  the  fize 
fhould  be  fuited  to  the  lock  of  the  gun, 
and  be  neither  too  large  and  thick,  nor 
too  fmall  and  flight ;  the  firft  will  not 
give  fire  freely,  and  the  other  will  be 
very  apt  to  break. 


^^^ 
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Of  Partri^ge-Sbooilng, 

PArtrldge-fhooting  begins,  by  KOi  oi 
Parliament,  on  the  Sril:  of  Septem- 
ber, and  ends  the  twelfth  of  February  ; 
and  which,  on  account  of  the  cleannefs, 
little  fatigue,  and  more  certain  diverfion 
than  any  other,  by  their  being  found  in 
coveys,  and  taking  fhort  flights,  is  gene- 
rally efleemed  the  genteeleft  and  bell 
fport  we  have  in  England. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  they 
haunt  the  wheat,  barley,  oat,  peas  and 
bean  flubbles;  but  the  wheat-vetch  is 
their  favourite  :  they  alfo  lie  in  turnips, 
clover-feed,  on  fallow-land;  and  indeed, 
at  times,  are  found  any  where. 

The  moft  proper  dog,  and  what  is 
generally  ufed  for  Partridge-lhooting,  is 
the  pointer,  a  dog  extremely  well  cal- 
culated for  the  fport;  as  Partridges  can 
fcldom  or  ever  be  ittn  on  the  ground,  if 
the  Hubble,  &c.  be  but  three  or  four 
inches  high  :  if  the  pointer  be  ftaunch, 
and  have  a  good  nofe,  he  will  feldom 

pafs 
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pafs  in  common  fields  within  forty  yards 
of  a  covey,  without  intimating  by  a 
point  pretty  near  the  exadl  line  they 
lie  in. 

A  brace,  or  leafh  of  dogs,  are  fuffi- 
cient,  where  the  fields  are  not  uncom- 
monly large  ;  if  they  are,  two  brace  or 
more  will  be  preferable. 

The  fmall  light  dogs  are,  for  many 
rcafons,  to  be  preferred  to  the  large, 
heavy,  Spanifli  breed  ;  as  they  hunt  the 
ground  over  quicker  3  quarter  it  better; 
and  Vv'ill  eo  over  two  or  three  times  as 
much  as  the  heavy  fort,  without  being 
tired,  or  loofing  the  fidn  off  their  feet. 

\'/hen  we  come  on  the  covey,  and 
the  dogs  point  and  back  one  another 
well,  which  fhould  be  carefully  ob- 
fcrved,  reprimanding  fuch  as  are  in 
fault;  then  we  either  put  on  the  dog 
who  firft  made  the  point,  or  walk  the 
covev  up  ;  either  way  may  be  pradifed, 
LHit  the  lail  is  rather  prclerablc. 

Now 
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Now  appears  the  difFerence  between 
the  good  and  bad  fportfman ;  the  great- 
eft  coolnefs  and  compofure  are  now  ne- 
cefTary  :  when  they  rife,  lift  your  gun 
deliberately  to  your  fhoulder  ;  fingle  out 
that  bird  which  flies  mofl  feparate  from 
the  reft,  and  when  you  find  your  aim 
true  and  fteady,  and  not  before  then, 
iire  •,  obferving  carefully  the  way  the 
reft  of  the  covey  take,  and  mark,  as 
nearly  as  you  can,  where  they  go  down. 

As  to  rules  for  fhooting  flying,  they 
are  of  little  or  no  fignification  :  a  good 
gun,  a  cool  and  fteady  aim,  and  prac- 
tice •,  for  the  nice  difterence  in  aiming 
at  or  before  the  mark,  muft  all  contri- 
bute to  make  a  good  flying  markfman. 

The  bcft  of  Partridge-ftiooting,  in 
the  fportfman's  efteem,  is,  when  the 
birds  take  to  the  hedges,  (as  we  term  it) 
which  is  running  under  the  hedges  in 
the  time  of  rain,  for  ftielter ;  where 
they  will  lie  for  lome  time  after  the 
rain  is  over :  when  it  is  fair,  and  not 
before,  take  two  or  three  fpaniels,  or, 
rather,   a  brace  of  good  hedge-pointers, 

and 
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and  hunt  the  hedges  near  where  you 
know  the  covey  lies  :  two  perfons  fhould 
go  together  in  this  fport,  one  on  each 
lide  the  hedge  ;  the  bird  being  reckoned 
his  fl:ot,  on  whofe  fide  of  the  hedge  it 
flies  out.  The  birds  will  foon  feparate, 
and  afford  excellent  diverlion,  by  riling 
fingly,  and  near  you,  giving  time  for 
the  better  aim. 

When  pointers  are  ufed,  the  birds 
are  frequently  obliged  to  be  beat  out, 
by  ftriking  the  bufh  where  the  point  is 
made,  and  they  will  often  lie  and  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  taken  by  both  fpaniels 
and  pointers  i  fo  flupid  and  lazy  are 
they  after  rain. 

In  this  fport,  the  birds  fhould  be 
carefully  marked,  or  it  will  be  but  very 
tirefome  diverfion. 


0/ 
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Of  PheafafitShooUngl 

THIS  fport  begins,  by  A(5l  of  Par- 
liament, on  the  firft  of  October, 
and  lafts  till  the  firft  of  February. 

The  Pheafant's  brood  is  called  an  eye, 
as  the  brood  of  the  Partridge  is  a  covey. 
They  ai:e  of  late  years  become  much 
more  fcarce  than  formerly ;  however, 
they  are  found  in  the  woods  in  moit  of 
the  counties  of  England,  more  or  lefs  : 
they  afford  very  pretty  fhooting,  though 
far  more  fatieuino:  and  tirefome  than 
partridge-fhootingi  owing  to  the  bulhes, 
briars,  and  other  difagreeable  circum- 
flances  of  the  woods. 

Spaniels  are  to  be  ufed  in  this  fport  -, 
and  two,  three,  or  four  brace,  may  be 
taken  together  into  the  v/ood ;  the  num- 
ber of  perfons  together  Ihould  not  ex- 
ceed three  or  four,  and  they  Ihould  go 
regularly  up  and  down  the  wood,  and 
fpread  at  about  thirty  or  forty  yards 
diftance  :  the  dogs  lliould  not  be  of  the 

wild 
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wild  fort,  but  keen-nofed,  and  apt  to 
give  their  tongue,  (i.  e.  bark  or  yelp) 
when  they  come  on  the  fcent. 

Keep  as  near  the  dogs  as  pofTible ; 
and  when  they  fpring,  one  or  more,  let 
fuch  only  fire  at  the  bird  as  to  whom, 
in  point  of  riling,  it  belongs;  which 
rule  fhould  be  always  obferved  in  all 
forts  of  lliooting  in  company.  In  phea- 
fant- (hooting,  the  trees  frequently  in- 
terfere, therefore  forbear  firing  till  you 
have  a  clear  aim  at  the  bird  -,  which,  if 
it  cannot  be  had,  it  is  better  to  let  him 
efcape  for  another  chance. 


^^^ 

^ 
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Of  Woodcoch  Shooting. 

'TpHE  feafon  forCock-fliooting,  gene- 
■^  rally  begins  towards  the  latter  end 
of  Novembci  ,  they  are  birds  of  pafTage, 
and  come  over  to  us  in  flights  in  the 
night-time,  about  the  full  of  the  moon  : 
the  firfl:  flight,  which  is  fometimes  in 
O(5tober,  is  commonly  very  fcanty  ;  but 
they  continue  coming  over,  more  or  lefs, 
every  moon,  till  February;  confequent- 
ly,  it  will  generally  be  found  they  are 
in  greater  plenty  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  winter ;  though  this  is  no  abfo- 
lute  rule,  as  they  are  very  irregular  with 
regard  to  number  in  their  coming  over; 
fometimes  the  firft  or  fecond  flight  be- 
ino;  the  laro^eft  we  have  throuo-h  the 
winter,  and  the  others  very  trifling  : 
they  remain  with  us  generally  till  the 
middle  or  latter  end  of  March. 

Their  haunts  are  chiefly  in  the  fprlngs 
and  bogs,  in  woods  and  coppices  •,  and 
in  the  bei^inninQ;  of  the  winter,  before 
the  leaves  are  well  ofl*,  they  prefer  the 
out-parts  of  the  woods. 

For 
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For  fpringing  them,  we  ufe  fpaniels  5 
and  a  leafli,  or  two  brace,  of  the  fteady, 
keen-nofed  fort,  are  fuiTicient  for  two 
or  three  fhooters  ;  which  are  as  manv 
as  Ihould  go  together  in  this  fport  ;  and, 
as  in  pheafant-lhooting,  it  is  neceffary 
to  keep  as  near  the  dogs  aspoffible; 
w^hich  Ihould  always  be  obferved  where 
fpaniels  are  ufed. 

A  Woodcock  is  a  very  tender  bird  -, 
and  beinf>-  a  laro-e  mark,  aftcrds  cafv, 
pretty  fhooting,  where  a  perfon  has  got 
the  art  of  Ihooting  flying  tolerable  well ; 
but  it  frequently  x)ccurs  that  the  bird 
rifes  in  a  perpendicular  line,  which  is 
the  moll  diihcult  fhot  that  is  ;  in  this 
cafe,  an  unexperienced  fportfman  wiil 
find  it  more  advifeabie  to  forbear  firing 
(if  opportunity  will  allow)  till  the  bird 
has  arrived  at  the  height  of  the  perpen- 
dicular, and  flies  offA\'ard  >  but  as  a  (hot 
will  be  often  loll:  by  this  delay,  the  good 
markfman  Ihould  never  wait  it,  except 
he  judges  the  (hot  will  be  better. 


Of 
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Of  Snipe- Shooting. 

r^r^  H  E  Snipe,  like  the  woodcock,  is 
Jl  a  bird  of  palTage ;  they  begin  com- 
ing over  to  us  about  the  middle  or  latter 
end  of  0£lober,  and  remain  with  us 
pretty  forward  in  the  fprlng.  They  fre- 
quent, Hke  the  woodcock,  the  Ip rings, 
begs,  and  marlhy  places ;  but  with  this 
difference,  that  the  cock  feeks  thefe  in 
cover,  and  the  fnipe  in  the  open  clear 
parts,  as  fields  and  commons. 

Snipes  afford  as  pretty  fport  to  a  good 
markfman,  as  any  bird  whatfoever^  tho' 
they  are  very  quick  fliers,  yet  are 
very  tender,  and  will  fall  almoft  at  the 
bare  report  of  the  gun. 

The  feveral  difagreeable  circumflances 
met  with  in  wood-fliooting,  are  in  this 
fport  avoided  -,  and  a  perfon  has  here  no 
other  inconvenience,  than  a  little  wet 
and  dirt,  which  may  be  eafily  guarded 
againfl  by  wearing  boots. 

We 
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We  fpring  fnipes  either  with  fpaniels, 
or  by  making  a  flight  iliarp  kind  of 
noife,  about  the  places  where  we  know 
they  haunt :  they  mofrly  fly  diredlly 
againfl;  the  wind  (if  there  is  any  mate- 
rial air  ftirring),  and  a  Ihot  after  them 
is  the  befl:  and  moil  fure :  the  flant  and 
crofs  fhots  are  rather  difficult,  as  they 
are  a  fmall  mark,  and  fly  exceeding 
quick. 

For  pra6:ice  in  this,  which  is  very 
nice,  fwallow-fl^ooting  may  be  ufed  in 
fummer  to  advantage. 


Of 
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Of  Walcr-fowl  and  Fcn-Jkootrng. 

THE    haunts   of  the  Water-fowl, 
as  G^^i^i  Ducks,  Widgeons,  &;c. 
are  well  known. 

In  (hooting  them,  we  ufe  the  longeft 
killing  gun,  and   as    large  fhot,  as  the 

N"  I  or  2. 

The  proper  dog  is  the  rough,  curled, 
water  fpaniel,  of  which  the  v/hite  fort 
arc  commonly  the  befl: ;  they  fhould  be 
under  the  ftridefl:  command ;  be  ready 
at  fetching  any  thing  out  of  the  water, 
without  biteing  it  -,  and  catching  what 
is  only  wounded;  fliould  be  ufed,  on 
occafion,  to  creep  quiet,  and-clofe  be- 
hind the  mailer's  heel  ;  of  fuch,  one  or 
two  will  be  fufficieiit  for  this  fort  of 
Ihooting. 

The  fowl  may  either  be  fliot  fwim- 
ming,  or,  which  is  better,  taken  on 
the  wing;  as  in  the  water  they  are 
ftrongly  guarded  by  the  clofe  lying  of 
their  wings  and  feathers;  therefore,  if 

a  perfon 
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^  perfon  is  a  good  markfman,  it  will  bc 
always  befl:  to  fpring  them  firft. 

The  beft  place  to  throw  the  Ihot, 
if  opportunity  will  allow,  is  under  the 
wing,  as  that  is  by  much  the  tendereft 
place  ;  and  the  worfe  of  all  is  the  breaft, 
as  the  feathers  here  lie  extremely  thick 
and  clofe.  This  fport,  though  very 
good,  where  wild-fowl  are  plenty,  is 
very  little  pradlifed  by  gentlemen,  owing 
to  the  feveral  difagreeable  circumftances 
attending  it. 

The  fen-fhooting  is  but  little  fol* 
lowed  by  gentlemen  fportfmen,  any 
more  than  wild-fowl  fhooting.  The 
haunts  of  the  fen- birds  are  fufficiently 
known  by  their  title. 

We  ufe,  in  general,  the  N°  3  (hot, 
which  will  ferve  as  well  for  the  bittern, 
and  curlew,  as  the  plover. 

One  or  two  fleady  water  or  land 
fpaniels  may  be  ufed;  and  it  will  be 
always  beft  to  fpring  the  birds  before 
firing. 

DO/ 
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Of  ranous  Upland  IVinter  Shooting, 

/^UR  common  field  fliooting  is  ge- 
^^  nerally  bed  in  frofly  weather,  and 
when  the  ground  has  a  tolerable  cover 
of  fnow.  We  have  in  moft  parts  of 
England,  a  variety  which  affords  very 
tolerable  fport  -,  the  moft  common  are, 
different  forts  of  wild  pigeons,  field- 
fares, ftarlings,  redwings,  &:c. 

In  this  diverfion  we  ufe  no  dog ;  and 
the  fewer  (liooters  together  the  better. 

The  feveral  kinds  of  pigeons  require 
the  No  3  fhot,  as  being  ftrong  birds  -, 
and  may  be  either  taken  on  the 
wing,  or  as  they  perch  on  a  tree  ;  but 
the  rock  pigeons  are  beft,  in  general, 
taken  on  the  wing  -,  however,  it  fome- 
times  happens  that  a  fliot  at  them  fitting 
is  more  proper  ;  in  this,  difcretion  mull 
dire6l.  The  fieldfare  is  a  very  common 
bird,  it  feems  to  delight  mofl  in  large 
clofe  orchards  ;  but  in  hard  weather,  in 
the  fields;  they  frequent  the  haws  bufhes, 
and  afford  very  pretty  diverfion  :  though 
they  are  naturally  very  wild,  yet,  when 
a  hard  froft  is  fet  in,   there  is  no  diffi 

cult 
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culty  in  getting  within  forty  yards  of 
them,  at  the  time  they  are  keenly  en- 
gaged on  their  feeding  buih  :  here  they 
will  fit  forty  or  fifty  fometimes  toge- 
ther. 

The  proper  way  of  managing  this 
kind  of  {hooting  is,  if  polhble,  to  fe- 
Crete  behind  a  bufh,  or  in  a  hedge, 
within  {hot  of  one  of  the  buihes  they 
frequent :  when  a  fufHcient  number  (as 
the  perfon  may  judge)  are  together,  to 
fire  at  them  as  they  fit ;  what  are  killed 
fliould  be  taken  up,  and  the  {liooter 
replace  himfelf  as  before  :  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  or  lefs,  more  will  probably 
be  on  the  bufh  •,  and  he  may  often  go 
on  {hooting  in  the  fame  place,  all  the 
while  they  are  on  their  feed,  which  is 
from  a  little  after  fun-rife  till  eleven  or 
twelve  o'clock ;  and  in  the  afternoon  they 
go  on  again,  about  an  hour  before  fun- 
fet  i  but  fuch  i'port  as  this  mu{l:  be  ex- 
pelled only  where  fieldfares  are  in  great 
plenty. 

Starlings  afford  tolerable  diverfion  in 

{hooting  -,  in  winter  they,  for  the  mo{l 

part,  go  in  flocks  from  twenty  to  fifty  ; 

they  delight  chiefly  to  be  in  moifi:  paf- 
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turcs  among  cattle,  and  fometimcs  fit 
fo  clofe  together  on  the  ground,  that  a 
perfon  may  kill  twenty-five  or  thirty 
at  a  fhot  j  taking  thefe  on  the  ground, 
or  wing,  may  be  left  at  the  difcretion 
of  the  fhooter ;  but  the  wing  will 
be  beft  preferred  :  what  are  fhot,  fhould 
have  their  heads  immediately  pulled  off, 
which,  by  their  bleeding,  prevents  a 
bitternefs  of  tafte  they  would  otherwife 
have  :  ufe  for  thefe  and  fieldfares  the 
N°  4  fhot. 

In  fliooting  larks  in  flocks,  ufe  the 
N"  5  fhot ;  and  make  it  a  rule  always  to 
take  them  on  the  wing :  here  it  will  be 
advifeable  to  have  the  gun  fcatter  more 
than  common  •,  in  order  to  do  this,  put 
in  an  equal  quantity  of  powder  and  fhot, 
fuppofing  the  ufual  charge  to  be  three 
parts  fhot  to  two  of  powder  ;  but  if  the 
gun,  in  common,  carries  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  each,  then  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  put  in  only  about  three  parts  of  fhot 
to  four  of  powder  :  and  in  fliooting  any 
of  the  fmaller  birds  in  flocks,  this  rule 
of  charging  fhould  be  obferved. 
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Nccejfary  Obfervations  for  the  young    . 
Sport/man, 

/nr^  H  E  fportfman  fhould  make  it  a 
X  general  rule  to  turn  out  with  or 
before  the  fun  -,  the  morning  is  the  bed 
time  for  all  forts  of  fhooting  :  he  fhould 
be  provided  with  a  fpare  flint  or  two, 
and  a  ftrong  pocket  knife  that  will  ferve, 
on  occafion,  the  purpofe  of  a  turn- 
fcrew ;  he  fhould  take  out  the  bell: 
powder  that  can  be  got,  and  that  fized 
Ihot  which  fuits  the  fport  he  purfues. 

When  we  come  to  the  place  where 
we  turn  out,  if  dogs  are  ufed,  we  put 
them  on  the  hunt  by  whirling  or  hying 
on  (as  the  term  is) :  it  is  necefTary  to 
obferve  the  motions  of  fpaniels,  for  there 
are  but  few  but  what  will  give  fome  inti- 
mation when  they  come  on  fccnt ;  ufe 
them  to  come  in  at  a  (harp  call,  and  never 
fuffer  them  to  run  after  a  bird,  except 
it  is  wounded  :  oberve  to  let  the  dogs, 
whether  fpaniels  or  pointers,  have  the 
wind  as  much  as  poflible  (that  is,  let 
them  hunt  againll:  the  wind). 

In 
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In  uHiig  pointers  when  they  are  per- 
ceived drawing  on  a  point,  and  are 
known  to  be  not  quite  ftaunch,  call  to 
them  to  take  heed,  and  if  they  fpring 
without  {landing,  correct  them  flightiy 
with  a  fwitch,  or  fmall  fbick,  or  better 
a  pocket  dog-whip,  fpeaking  angrily 
to  them,  and  keep  them  af  a  dfrance 
the  remaining  part  of  the  day,  but  not 
fo  much  as  to  make  them  fulkey  ;  how- 
ever, if  their  after  behaviour  deferves 
encouragement,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  take  them  into  favour. 

Obferve  after  a  fire  never  to  blow 
through  the  barrel,  but  charge  again 
immediately,  while  the  infide  of  the 
barrel  is  hot  and  dry  ;  by  this  method 
of  immediate  charging,  a  gun  feldom 
hangs  fire,  and  carries  much  fmarter  and 
better;  there  is  no  occafion  to  wipe 
either  pan  or  flint  while  out  (if  the  flint 
is  good,  which,  by  the  bye,  it  always 
Ihould  be) ;  but  on  returning  home, 
wipe  clean  with  tow,  or  linen  rags,  both 
out  and  infide  of  the  barrel,  and  alfo 
the  lock  from  the  foil  of  the  powder ; 
when  it  is  thus  cleaned,  hang  it  up,  and 
if  it  can  be  fo  ordered,  where  a  conflant 
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winter  fire  is  kept,hanging  it  at  a  moderate? 
diftance  from  the  fire  :  the  powder  flafk, 
ihouid  alio  be  kept  in  the  fame  degree 
of  warmth  in  winter  time  j  if  the  gun 
has  received  any  rain  or  wet,  let  it  be 
wiped  thoroughly  dry,  and  fland  fome 
time  near  a  fire,  to  dry  any  remaining 
damp,  and  have  a  little  oil  rubbed  over 
it  before  hanging  up. 

Lailly,  it  may  be  obferved,  if  a  gun 
is  brought  home  loaded,  if  it  is  not  very 
foul,  it  may  remain  four  or  five  days  fit 
for  ufe,  but  never  fliould  longer,  as  it 
v/ill  be  apt  to  hang  fire  j  and  even  if  it 
remains  but  one  night  loaded,  the  touch- 
hole  fhould  be  cleared  with  a  pin,  and 
frefli  primed  :  but  it  is  a  good  cufloni 
with  many  never  to  fuffer  a  gun  to  be 
hung  up  charged,  but  on  returning 
home  to  draw  the  iliot  and  fire  off  the 
powder,  by  which,  they  not  only  pre- 
vent fome  degree  of  hanging  fire,  but 
alfo  are  clear  of  any  accident  happening 
by  unwary  or  ignorant  meddlers,  of 
which  we  have  had  many  fual  inftances. 
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Country  Gentleman's  Recreation. 

Containing    the    whole    Arts 

Ofhreeding  and  managing  Game  Cocks,  with  tlic 
belt  Methods  of  fighting  them;  of  rearing  and  back- 
ing Colts ;  of  managing  Race  Horfes,  Hunters,  &c« 
Of  Horle-racing,  of  Bowling,  of  Hare-hunting, 
of  Fox-hunting,  of  Back-hunting,  of  Otter- 
hunting,  of  Courfing,  of  breeding  and  ordering 
Dogs  for  the  Gun  or  Chace,  &c.  Of  Angling 
in  all  its  various  Branches;  of  breeding  Pigeons, 
Kabbits,  Canary  Birds,  6cc.  Of  finding  the  Haunts 
of  Partridges,  Pheafants,  and  all  manner  of 
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By    T  H  O  M  A  S    F  A  I  R  F  A  X,     Efq. 

A  SporifmiVi  i  S':il/,  whoever  means  to  claim, 
Muft  read  our  Book,  and  then  he'' II  hioiu  his  Gitne  ; 
'Twill  Bowlers,   Courfes,   Racers,    Hunters,  fuit  ; 
Or  teach  the  Fowler  jlying  Birds  to  fiooi. 
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